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Abstract 
Since in many Western newspapers Islam is considered a symbol of women subordination, the question arises whether the same 
label is accepted in Romania. Taking into account that the core of the Muslim community in Romania is in Dobrogea, this study 
was conducted in this area. Islam has restored women a great number of their rights: for instance, a Muslim woman has the right
to divorce, to leave their houses or drive; in terms of education, a woman is forced to seek knowledge. Those Muslim countries 
imposing tougher rules for women, do not truly respect the teachings of the Quran. 
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1.The attitude towards women in society throughout history 
If history is anything to go by, we could illustrate the attitude towards women in different societies in the past as 
it follows: During the Roman civilization, for example, the woman was regarded as a slave. The Greeks saw her as a 
good that could be bought and sold†. The early Christians saw women as some alluring beings, responsible for the 
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fall of Adam. In India, Hindus, until recently, regarded women as being worse than death, pestilence, snakes or even 
hell.  The  life  of  a  wife  ended  with  her  husband's  life.  In  the  past,  the  widow  had  to  jump  into  the  flames  of  her  
husband’s funeral pyre. In the pre-Islamic Arab state, the woman was considered a cause of pain and misery, and the 
girls were sometimes buried alive after birth. In France, in 587, there was held a meeting to determine whether or 
not a woman can be truly considered a human being.  
2.The status of women in Islam 
Women play a very important role in the Islamic society. Unlike other religions, Islam takes the woman to great 
fame. Her importance as a mother and wife was clearly shown by the Prophet Muhammad. The Prophet said that: 
"The Paradise lies under the feet of our mothers"  (Sarwar, 1992). Someone once asked the Prophet: "Who deserves 
my greatest care?" The Prophet replied: "Your mother, then your father, then your nearest relatives." In one of his 
speeches, the Prophet said: "Oh, people, your wives have certain rights over you and you have certain rights over 
them. Treat them well and be kind to them for they are your partners and support" (Sarwar, 1992). In Islam, the 
woman has a distinct and separate identity. Islam gave women the right to own personal property. She owns her own 
goods. Nobody has any right over them as he/she wishes. The woman has the right to choose her husband and no 
one can oppose a decision over her will. She has the right to demand the separation from her husband if their 
marriage becomes impossible to bear. Islam pays a great importance to the family, because the family is the first 
brick on which society is built. And if this brick is strong, the building will be well strong and steady. When the 
family is better, the society is better too, and if the family is shaky and the society is also shaky. 
The Prophet accepted the women’s oath of allegiance in Islam, as he had accepted it from men. The covenant of 
faith made by women was different from the one made by men and had not been fulfilled as an act of blind 
obedience. This is a confirmation of the independence of the Muslim woman’s identity and of the power to bear the 
responsibility involved by the oath of faith and the confession of being subjected to Allah and devoted to Him and to 
His Messenger. All these had taken place centuries ago, before the modern world recognized the women's right to 
freedom of expression and the right to vote. This is an addition to other important rights, such as the right to have 
her own fortune, to release her from the responsibility to spend for others, even if she is wealthy, the equality with 
men in terms of worldly affairs, education and religious and legal duties. 
3.Method 
3.1. Objectives and research instruments 
The research objectives were: knowledge of the perception of the role of Muslim women within the family; 
highlighting perception differences associated to the biological gender of subjects; highlighting the perception 
differences associated to the religious affiliation. 
The main research method used within this study was the questionnaire, which consisted of 20 questions. There 
were both multiple choice questions (with 2 to 6 possible answers) and open questions. For the analysis and 
interpretation of data, the results of the questionnaire were analyzed quantitatively and qualitatively.  
3.2. Hypotheses 
It is supposed that the Romanian public perception of the role of Muslim women in the family is influenced by 
religious precepts; it is supposed that perception differences are influenced by the biological gender of respondents. 
3.3.Participants 
The study involved 60 people, both from the urban and rural environments, with secondary and higher education 
studies, from the Romanian majority community, of Christian religion, and from the ethnic Turkish and Tatar 
minority community, of Muslim religion. The number of Christian subjects was the same as the number of Muslim 
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subjects, i.e. 30. The age of study participants was between 20 and 76 years, men and women, in roughly equal 
numbers (27 men and 33 women). 
4.Results 
Over 90% of the respondents answered that the relationship between Christians and Muslims in Dobrogea are 
good and very good, equally – i.e. 46.7% in both cases. The answer of one of the subjects – an intellectual (retired 
teacher), 63 years old, Muslim, from the urban environment – is noteworthy, namely "distant".  
For the first item, which asks whether "you have Muslim friends?", the subjects answered affirmatively, in 
proportion of 93.3% (of the 60 respondents), which means that the majority, irrespective of religion, have Muslim 
connections and friends. The responsibility of education and parenting in the Muslim family, in the proportion of 
81.7%, belongs to "both parents"; in 15% cases to women and only in 3.3% cases to men. An important element is 
that the difference in percentage regarding the responsibility of child education in the Christian and in the Muslim 
family is of only 8% in what regards the answer "both parents". Moreover, in terms of male responsibility, it lacks in 
the Christian family. Both in the Christian and Muslim families the “positive” answer is over 80%. Also, both 
communities have answered "both spouses" in more than 86% cases (of the 60 respondents). 
The item "To what extent has the Muslim women's role, i.e. of wife and mother, changed in recent decades?"
- 68.3% answered that it has grown, 26.7% said that it is the same and only 5% said that it has diminished. Both the 
Christian and Muslim communities answered in proportion of more than 80% that the role of the woman who wants 
to make a career grew positively. "Similarly to the Christian woman, the Muslim woman can build a professional 
career" (lady, 35 years, secondary education, urban environment, Muslim). However, there were also answers such 
as: for Muslim women - "they are experiencing some difficulties both from the family and from the society"; for the 
Christian woman -"the Christian woman's role is unchanged, she doesn’t encounter obstacles" (gentleman, 35 years 
old, higher education studies, urban environment, Christian), or "she should decide for herself whether or not she 
wants to have a career" (lady, 39 years old, higher education studies, rural environment, Christian), or "we are in the 
period when money govern" (gentleman, 73 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Muslim). The 
answers are varied, as shown. The highest frequency of answers was "they meet traditions in a more rigorous way" 
in 45% cases, followed by "they are subject/tolerant" in 31.7% cases; “they are different" in 10% cases, thus 
meaning an answer different from those required such as: "according to education and age" (gentleman, 53 years 
old, higher education studies, rural environment, Muslim), or "I do not know". There were also answers in a 
proportion of 6.7% for "they are more sociable", 3.3% - “they are more isolated" or "they are more dominant”. 
"How  do  you  see  the  role  of  Muslim  women  in  the  family?"  To this item, the answers were also varied. A 
percentage of 40% of the respondents, regardless of religion, replied that it is a thing of great importance, "positive / 
primary", "determinant, decisive in a good way" (gentleman, 53 years old, higher education studies, rural 
environment, Muslim) or "The woman's role is to educate children, to be a good housewife, to have a profession and 
to practice it" (lady, 52 years old, secondary education, rural environment, Muslim) or "the same as always - wife 
and mother "(lady, 42 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Christian), or "the same as the man’s 
role, with the same rights "(gentleman, 47 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Christian); 28.3% 
of respondents think that the woman’s role is "the same as the husband’s role"; the role of "wife and mother" is seen 
by 15% of respondents; the "submission" – by 13.3%, and only 3.3% do not know. 
"What is the child’s role in the Muslim family?" To this item, the most common answers – in proportion of 
51.7% - were that the child’s role is "primordial", irrespective of religion and gender. "Primordially, the child 
represents the future" (gentleman, 53 years old, higher education studies, rural environment, Muslim). 23.3% of the 
respondents answered that, in the Muslim family and not only, the child is a "binder/harmony"; 16.7% of 
respondents said that "it is the same as the Christian one" and only 8.3% of respondents said that they do not know. 
We also met answers such as "the child must be educated to be respectful, devoted, and obedient" (lady, 24 years, 
higher education studies, urban environment, Muslim). Regardless of religion or gender, most of the respondents, 
i.e. 70%, said that in the Muslim family in Dobrogea children have "equal opportunities". In a considerable 
proportion, namely 18.3%, the respondents said that "boys are favored", "the boy is seen in a better light because he 
retains the family name" (gentleman, 47 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Christian), or "like 
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the Christians, there is a slight preference for boys" (lady, 57 years old, higher education studies, rural environment, 
Christian), demonstrating that there are the same mentalities in the majority Christian community. 11.7% of 
respondents said that they do not know. 
"How does a Muslim family live in Dobrogea?" As we can see, most of the respondents, regardless of religion 
and gender, i.e. 56.7%, stated that the Muslim family is open, and 40% of subjects answered that the Muslim family 
has no particularities. Only 3.3% stated that the Muslim family is "closed". "How are the family relationships in 
the Christian / Muslim family?” The answers were varied, with a slight difference in perception between them, 
supposedly influenced by religion. Thus, 81.7% said that, in the Christian family, the relationships are characterized 
by "equal opportunities"; 68.3% answered "equal opportunities" in the Muslim family. In the Christian family, 
13.3% stated that "the husband is dominant," while regarding the Muslim one, 31.7% of the respondents answered 
that "the husband is dominant and the wife is dominated". Also, there were 5% answers stating that in the Christian 
family the wife is "dominant / dominated husband", situation which was not found in the Muslim family. 
"What should be changed in the way of thinking of Muslim men?" To this item, the answers were opened and 
almost half of the respondents, i.e. 45%, said that the most important thing that the Muslim man should do is to 
change his "mentality", "by involving himself more in the education of children and also in the family organization" 
(lady, 35 years, secondary education, urban environment, Muslim), or "to appreciate the woman" (woman, 39 years 
old, higher education studies, rural environment, Christian); "Muslim men believe that they should be paid more 
attention" (lady, 42 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Muslim), or "the idea of superiority", 
"maybe he should be more open" (man , 55, higher education studies, urban environment, Christian); "he should be 
more tolerant with his wife" (woman, 37 years old, secondary education, rural environment, Muslim). 18.3% of the 
subjects said that Muslim men should be more tolerant in the family, with the woman. 18.3% did not know what to 
say; 16.7% of respondents answered that Muslim men do not need to change something in their mentalities – all 
these respondents being from the Muslim community, they felt they should change "nothing". In their opinion, it's 
OK like this. Only 1.7% opted for the idea that Muslim men should agree with "equal opportunities", "women have 
equal opportunities with men" (lady, 57 years old, higher education studies, rural environment, Christian). 
"What should be changed in the way of thinking of Muslim women?" The most common answers to this item, 
i.e. 35%, were those of "self-confidence". Muslim women are encouraged to have more self-confidence, because 
"they  are  as  valuable  as  men"  (lady,  42  years  old,  higher  education  studies,  urban  environment,  Muslim);  they  
should "be more independent" (gentleman, 59 years, higher education studies, rural environment, Christian), "more 
determined" (lady, 60 years old, secondary education, rural environment, Muslim), "have the right to freedom of 
opinion" (gentleman, 42 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Christian), "be more committed" 
(gentleman, 45 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Christian), have "more courage" (gentleman, 
45 years old, higher education studies, urban, Christian). 21.7% of the respondents thought that the “mentality” 
should change in the thinking of the Muslim women. They should “think about the future, about the continuous 
modernization" (gentleman, 54 years old, higher education studies, rural, Muslim) or "be more open, more 
emancipated” (gentleman, 34 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Christian), "engage in all 
problems" (gentleman, 55 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Muslim), or "accept any plan 
changes "(lady, 39 years old, higher education studies, urban, Christian), "take more care about their education and 
career" (woman, 40, higher education studies, urban environment, Christian). 18.3% of the respondents considered 
that Muslim women should change "nothing" in their way of thinking, they should "remain as our mothers, that is 
with a lot of common sense" (gentleman, 53 years old, higher education studies, rural environment, Muslim). 25% 
of  the  respondents  said  that  they  did  not  know  how  to  answer  this  question.  There  were  also  answers  such  as:  
"women should be more open, more sociable, they should have Occidental thinking, broader perspectives regarding 
everything" (lady, 28 years old, higher education studies, urban environment, Muslim). 
5.Conclusions 
Following the analysis and interpretation of the questionnaire, on a group of 60 Christian and Muslim subjects in 
Constanta,  we  were  able  to  draw  several  conclusions:  The  notion  of  the  role  of  Muslim  women  in  the  family,  in  
Romania, especially in Dobrogea, began to take shape. The first thing to mention is that Muslim women are in a 
social ascension, with all obstacles and problems which arise. The fact that over 81% of the respondents, both 
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Christians and Muslims, answered "both parents" to the question "Whose responsibility is children education and 
parenting?", we think that there has been registered a significant progress, due to this fair assumption of a primary 
responsibility within a family. 
One important thing to note is that the relationships between the Christians and Muslims living in Dobrogea are 
among the best, which was confirmed by their answers to the questions "What are the relationships between 
Christians and Muslims?" and “Do you have Muslim friends?” Over 90% have good or very good relationships, and 
93.3% have Muslim friends. When asked "how do you see the role of Christian / Muslim women who want to make 
a career? “, the majority answered that it  is "a good thing ", "a positive thing"; however, we should not forget that 
the there were also answers such as: "it is a good thing" but there should be a balance in everything, they should not 
neglect their household responsibilities, or "they are experiencing some difficulties from the family and the society." 
This means that Muslim and Christian women still hold the responsibility for domestic work, and women who have 
jobs must assume more responsibilities than men who have jobs. Dobrogea is a region with special features, with its 
multicultural character, being an example of interethnic coexistence between majority and minority. Here is where 
we respect the people, where we respect traditions, customs, past and present, and where we build our future 
together. Compared to the West, Dobrogea people live in a harmonious symbiosis. The ethno- religious differences 
are those that enrich the Romanian culture and traditions. Many Christian customs and traditions have been adopted 
by  the  Muslim  community  in  Dobrogea  or  their  origin  is  lost  in  the  "mists  of  the  ages",  however,  the  remaining  
customs persisted, being even in contradiction with the moral precepts of the Islamic religious rigidity (Ibram, 
2007).
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